2008:
Off to a Busy Start

The year 2008 has been a busy one in a very dynamic
climate of change. We see the Defense Department and
Defense Contractors preparing for leaner budgets and trying
to get more out of every dollar spent. Central to the success
of this movement is minimizing support costs of new and
existing systems which requires obtaining and analyzing
information on the existing systems. The analysis highlights
where improvements can be made as well as identifies those
items that are outstanding performers, so that we are not
purchasing spares that will never be used in the lifetime of
the system. The paradox is that both low reliability and high
reliability can cost precious resources if you cannot
differentiate between the two. This gathering and analysis of
field performance information is precisely what EAGLE
MMIS (Maintenance Management Information System), has
been proven to effectively accomplish.

Having easily tailor-able maintenance manuals can also
lower your support costs, to allow the manuals to address
issues surfaces by field usage with minimal lag time and
expense. Updating and distributing software via the internet
to field locations can save millions over publishing and
distributing hard copy publications. AIMSS allows you to
rapidly develop, distribute, and tailor your support
publications.  The new  S1000D capabilities  of
EAGLE/Arbortext also provide the same type of benefits for
those having S1000D format requirements.

In the end, the support cost of an item is inherently driven by
the Reliability, Maintainability and Testability design of the
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system, both hardware and software, and ASENT
provides you the tools to quantify these metrics and
perform trade studies to minimize support costs.

In short, the drive to maximize the effectiveness of
budgets makes the use of LSDL tools even more
imperative, and we are seeing increased interest among
defense industries in the productivity and support cost
improvements that our tools can provide.

We continue adding capabilities and enhancements to
our toolkits visit . our website
www.raytheonlogisticstools.com for the list of newly
added capabilities. We will be exhibiting at the SOLE
2008 conference in Orlando on Augustl7-21 and
presenting at the GEIA ETM conference in Pittburgh on
September 8-12 .

Hope to see you all there!

Tony Zucco
LSDL Manager
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AIMSS Version 4.8 was released the end of January
2008. This version has several minor enhancements and
some major features included as part of the release.

The first major feature is Table of Contents and Index
Filtering, described in detail in the September 2007
newsletter.  This feature allows authors to create
expressions on Table of Contents and Index entries that
are evaluated at runtime to display or filter out those
entries. This capability customizes the Table of Contents
and index to specific configurations and operational
conditions.

The second major feature added with this release is the
Object Report feature. When managing the content of an
IETM, it is often useful to be able to create different
reports about the objects contained in the IETM.

In order to access the Object Report feature, choose
File>>Write Object Report é
select Write Object Repor t € from t he
Project icon context sensitive (right click) menu. The
Object Report selection dialog is displayed:

Object Report dialog

The Report Fields section on the left side of the dialog is
used to select the specific pieces of information you wish
to display about the Object Types that are selected on
the right side of the dialog.

There is also an Object Count that is available as a report
field. Note that when Object Count is selected, all other
Report Fields are disabled.

After selecting the information items and objects you wish
to report on, press the C
report will be saved as a tab separated Text file (.txt).
This file can be opened in Microsoft Excel and sorted to
provide the information display that you wish.
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There is an Advanced dialog for the Object Report that
allows you to set a date range or IETM Version range for
the items of interest. This is useful to see which objects
have changed within a specified window of time or
version.

Object Report (Advanced) dialog
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